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4t a ſpecial Epiſcopal Convention of Ph 4g "0 of — 
duly warned and holden at Rutland, in the County of 
Rutland, on the 13th day of Noventber Anno Dan: 


ini, 1 79555 


Fi EY ; ESOLVED, That the thanks of this 
Convention be given to JOHN A. 


GRAHAM, Eſq. L. L. D. for his generoſity and 
Zeal in the cauſe of Religion, and for his wiſe and 


judicious conduct as the Agent of this Convention 


to Great Britain. 
Secondiy—Reſolved, That this Convention has the 


higheſt ſenſe of gratitude to the Reverend Doctor 
PETERS, their Biſhop elect, for his attention to this 
Church; and feel a ſenſible regret in not being 
able to procure his conſecration, by means of the 
conſtruction given by the Engliſh Archbithops of the 
Act of the Britiſh Parliament, which provided for 
the conſecration to the offices of Biſhops, perſons 5 
ing ſubjects or citizens of countries out 0 his Maj 


ty's dominions. 


Thirdy—Reſolved, That the Preſident and Secre- 


tary of this Convention be, and hereby are, directed 
to write to the Biſhops of the United States of Amer- 
ica, acquainting them with the election of Dr. P- 
TERS to be Biſhop of Vermont; and to inform them 
that the Convention of Vermont, underſtanding it to 
be Dr. Peters? with to be conſecrated in England, 


and taking it for granted that it would be much more 


convenient to have Dr. PETERS receive his conſecra- 
tion there, than to trouble three American Biſhops 
to come together for the purpoſe: For which rea- 
ſons the Convention empowered Col. JohN A. Gra- 
HAM to repair to London, and take meaſures for the 


conſecration of Dr. PETERS, their Biſhop elect; in 


which miſſion, although we have been unſucceſsful, we 


* wiſh to know if he will be conſecrated our Biſhop, 
and 


* 


iv 
and requeſt the Biſhops to confer with each other on 


the ſubject, and inform us their reſult, whether my 
will conſecrate Dr. PETERs our Biſhop, ahd when an 


'evhere it will be convenient for them to attend to it. 
And further Reſolved, That Dr. PeTERs, our Biſhop 


elect, be made acquainted with theſe tranſactions. 
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Fourthly—Refolved, That the doings of this Con- 


vention, together with Col. GxAHAu's Report, and 
the Act of Parliament, be forthwith publithed. 


. 
oy 
* * 


A true extract from the Journals: 


P TRUMAN SQUIER, Secretary 
| | | of Convention. 


Anno Recent GEORGTII III. REOIs | 
Magnæ Britanniæ, Franciz, & Hflibernie, 
VICESIMO SEXTO. 


At the Parliament begun and holden at Weſtminſter, the eighteenth 


day of May, A. D. 1784, in the twenty-fourth year of the reign 
of our ſovereign Lord GzorGet the Third, by the grace of-God, 
of Great Britain, France and Ireland, King, Defender of the 
Faith, &c.—and from thence continued, by ſeveral prorogations, 
to the twenty-fourth day of January, 1786 ; being the Third Seſ- 
ſion of the Sixteenth Parliament of Great Britain. 5 


rer, 


An Aft to empoxcer the Archbiſhop of Canterhury, or 
the Archbiſhop of York, for the time being, to conſe- 
crate to the office of a Biſhop, perſons being ſubjects or 
citizens of countries out of his Majeſty's dominions. 


| HEREAS, by the laws of this realm, no 

perſon can be conſecrated to the office of 
a Biſhop without the King's licenſe for his election 
to that office, and the royal mandate under the great 
ſeal for his confirmation and conſecration : And 
whereas every perſon who {ſhall be conſecrated: to 


the ſaid office is required to take the oaths of alle- 
giance 


— 0 


iance and ſupremacy, and alſo the oath of due obe- 


. dience to the Archbiſhop : And whereas there are 


divers perſons, ſubjects or citizens of countries out 


of his Majeſty's dominions, and inhabiting and re- 
fiding within the ſaid countries, who profeſs the 
public worſhip of Almighty God, according to the 
principles of the Church of England, and who, in 
order to provide a regular ſucceſſion of Miniſters for 
the ſervice of their Church, are defirous of having 
certain of the ſubje&s-or citizens of thoſe countries 

conſecrated Biſhops, according to the form of conſe- 
cration in the Church of England : Be it enacted by 
the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by and with the ad- 
vice and conſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 


and Commons, in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, 


and by the authority of the ſame, That, from and after 
the paſſing of this Act, it ſhall and may be lawful to 
and for the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, or the Arch- 
biſhop of Tork, for the time being, together with 
ſuch other Biſhops as they ſhall call to their aſſiſt- 
ance, to conſecrate perſons, being ſubjects or citizens 
of countries out of his Majeſty's dominions, Biſhops, 
for the purpoſes aforeſaid, without the King's licenſe 
for their election, or the Royal Mandate, under the 
Great Seal, for their confirmation and conſecration, 
and without requiring them to take the oaths of al- 
legiance and. ſupremacy, and the oath of due obe- 
dience to the Archbiſhop for the time being. 

II. Provided always, That no perſons ſhall be 
conſecrated Biſhops in the manner herein provided, 
until the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, or the Arch- 
biſhop of York, for the time being, ſhall have firſt 
applied for and obtained his Majeſty's licenſe, by 
warrant under his Roya] Signet Tok Sign Manual, 
authoriſing and empowering him to perform ſuch 
conſecration, and expreſſing the name or names of 
the perſons ſo to be conſecrated, nor until the ſaid 
Archbiſhop has been fully aſcertained of their ſuffi- 

ciency 


E N 
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vi 
ciency in good learning, of the ſoundneſs of their 
faith, and of the purity of their manners. | 
III. Provided alfo, and be it hereby declared, 
That no perſon or perſons conſecrated to the office 
of a Biſhop in the manner aforeſaid, nor any perſon 
or perions deriving their conſecration from or under 
any Biſhop to conſecrated, nor any perſon or perſons 
admitted to the order of Deacon or Prieſt by any 
Biſhop or Biſhops ſo conſecrated, or by the ſucceſlor or 
ſucceſlors of any Biſhop or Biſhops ſo conſecrated, ſhall 
be thereby enabled to exerciſe his or their reſpective 
office or offices within his Majeſty's dominions. 
IV. Provided always, and be it further enacted, 
'That a Certificate of ſuch conſecration ſhall be given 
under the hand and feal of the Archbiſhop who con- 
lecrates, containing the name of the perſon ſo conſe- 


erated, with the addition, as well of the country 


whereof he i is a ſubject or citizen, as of the Church 
in which he is appointed Biſhop, and the further de- 
ſcription of his not having taken the ſaid oaths, being 
exempted from the obligation of ſo 5 by virtue 
of this Act. 


o the molt reverend Father in Gop, JOHN, Lord 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and en of 
all England. 


May it pleaſe your Grace, 


HE Convention of the Epiſcopal Church in 
the State of Vermont have elected the Reverend 
YoQor SAMULL PETERS, of London, to the office 
of Biſhop, and 2 eby requeſt that he may be com- 
mitlioned and duly authoriſed to diſcharge all the 
duties of that facred function among us. 
When we conſider the dignity of the ſtation, and 
its important uſes, we are deeply impreſſed with the 
nature of the buſineſs. We have now undertaken 


zo add another to the number of the Apoſtolic order. 
- In 


vil 

In this election, we have ſought a gentleman whom 
we view as worthy of the place, in whole piety, 
learning and abilities we do confide; and have en- 
deavoured to conduct his election with all that pru- 
dence, caution and candour which become us. 
I he benevolent proviſion made by Act of Parlia- 
ment for furniſhing the States with the ſucceſſion of 
the Apoſtolic order, and the indulgent attention of 
the Archbiſhops and Biſhops in conſequence, to the 
appointments already made, by the Conventions of 
the Churches in the other States, —lead us to hope 
for a continuance of their goodneſs. As much lofs 
of time may be prevented if Dr. Peters receives con- 
ſecration in England, we hope to be indulged in this 
requeſt, which will be the more acceptable to us, as 
it will afford us an opportunity of expreſſing our af. 
fectionate attachment to the Church Clergy of En- 
gland, and enjoying an additional inſtance- of their 
continued attachment and regard to the proſperity 
of the Church in theſe States, which deſcended from 
England, and by her long continued cares has been 
cheriſhed to reſpeQability. 

We are, with all due veneration, your Grace's 
moſt devoted and obedient Servants, 


(Signed) ELEAZER BALDWIN, Prefidert. 
By order of the Convention, 
(Signed) DANIEL BARRBER, Secretary. 


Dated at Rutland, October 15, 1794. 
6 James Nichols, 
Bethuel Chittenden, : 
(Signed) John C. Ogden, p Commuttee. 
Ebenezer Mervin, | | 
Truman Squier, 


A TRUE Cop py of the doings of the Conven- 
tion, holden at Mancheſter, February the 27th day, | 
A. D. 1794. \ 

Atteſt, DANIEI. BARBER, Scc'ry. 
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To the moſt reverend Father in Gop, JOHN, Lord 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and R of 
all England. | 


May it pleaſe your Grace, 


E are informed our former credentials; pray- 

ing for the conſecration of the Rev. Mr. 

SAMUErT, PETERS, to the office of Biſhop, had the 

misfortune to miſcarry, going to London : We truſt 

and hope this will be our apology for troubling your 

Grace with the copies of what was Formerly recom- 
mended and forwarded. : 

The Honorable Joan GRAHAM will wait on 
your Grace, with theſe papers, by the leave of Provi- 
dence. We beg leave to inform your Grace, that 
Col. GRAHAM is a gentleman of reſpect in the States, 
and whole friendſhip is of importance to the Church. 

We are, may it pleaſe your Grace, your nes. 8 
moſt devoted humble Servants, | 

- JAMES NICHOLS, | 
DANIZL BARBER, 0 
EBENEZ ER MERVIN, 
TRUMAN. SQUIER. 


Rutland, October 14, 794. 


wy 


By his Excellency THOMAS CHIT- 
(8 al ) TENDEN, Eſq. Governor, Captain 

General, and Commander in Chief .in 
and over the State of VERMONT. 


To all who ſhall ſee theſe Preſents—Greeting ; 

NOW YE, That Eleazer Baldwin, who has ſign- 
ed the within record, is Preſident of the Conyen- 

tion of the Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church i in the State of 


Vermont, 1 that Daniel Barber 1 is Secretary, and that 
3 
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Jamet Nichols, Bethuel Chittenden; John C. Ogden; 
and Rufſell Cattin are Clerks, and Ebenezer Mervin 
and Truman Squier, gentlemen and laymen, are a 
Standing Committee of the ſaid Church.——ln teſ- 


timony whereof, I have hereunto cauſed the Seal of 
the State to be affixed in Council, at the Council 
Chamber at Rutland, this 14th day of October, in 
the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and ninety-four, and in the nineteenth year of the 
independence of this and the United States of 
America. 


THOMAS CHITTENDEN; 


By the Governor, 
JosEPH Fay, Secretary. 


* ww 
. , 
——— 


STATE f VERMONT: 

—5 . B | 
( Seal.) ESE Certify, That the Honorable 
8 Committee of the Epiſcopalian Con- 

vention of the State of Vermont have nom- 
ninated, conſtituted and appointed JOHN 
A. GRAHAM, Eſq. Counſellor at Law, of Rutland, 
in ſaid State, their Agent and Attorney to Great- 
Britain, to apply to the Society, known by the ap- 
pellation of The Society for propagating the Goſpel in 
Foreign Parts, and to treat with them relative to 
their lands, lying in the ſaid State of Vermont, and, 
m general, to negociate and tranſa& ſuch buſineſs in 
the premiſes, as he, in his wiſdom, ſhall think proper 
and for the benefit of the Epiſcopal Churches in So 


# 


ſaid State: Credit and 800d faith is therefore re- 
N queſted to be given to him accordingly. 
Given under my hand and ſeal at Rutland, this 
fifteenth day of October, in the year of our 
Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and nine- 

ty-four. 
DANIEL BARBER, Sec ry of Convention 


_ of the Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church 
in the State of Vermont. 


s By his Excellency the Governor of the State 
(Sea. Seal. | of Vermont. 
ON— 0 | 


To all who ſhall ſee theſe Alam : 


HESE Certify, That DANIEL BARBER, ſigner 
of the within Certificate, is Secretary to the 
Convention of the Epiſcopal Church in this State. 
In teſtimony whereof, we have cauſed the Seal 
of this State to be affixed, this 1 Sth day of October, 
Anno Domini, 1794. 
THOMAS CHITTENDEN. 


By the Governor, 9 10 64 


Joszpn Fav, Secretary. 


TRUE cond 


OF THE 


PROCEEDINGS, Oe. 


Meſeminſter, February 4 795. 


REVEREND ein, 


HE Committee of the Epiſcopalian 
Convention of the State of Ver- 
mont, having, by their Letter of At- 
torney, properly authenticated, ap- 
3 pointed the ſubſcriber their Agent 
and Attorney, to apply to the Society for propagat- 
ing the Goſpel in foreign parts, and to treat with 
them relative to their lands, lying in the ſaid State of 
Vermont, and to negociate and tranſact ſuch buſineſs 
in the premiſes as ſhall be thought proper, tor the 
benefit of the Epiſcopal Churches in the ſaid State; 
he embraces the earlieſt opportunity of making the 
following communication, which he requeſts may be 
laid before the Society. 

About thirty years ago, while the diſtrict of coun- 


try now known by the name of the State of Ver- 
mont 


12 


mont was a part of the Britiſh Colony of New- 
Hampſhire, Benning Wentworth, Eſq. then Gover- 
nor of the ſaid Colony of New Hampſhire, in the 
grants which he made of townſhips of land in the 
diſtrict of country aforeſaid, by authority derived 
from his preſent Majeſty, reſerved to the Society 
aforeſaid certain portions pf land, in each town, for 
the purpoſe of ſupporting the Church of England i in 
the then Colony of New-Hampſhire. 

In conſequence of the political events which have 
taken place between that country and this, and the 
lapſe of time ſince the Society's title commenced, a 
powerful party has been formed in the Legiſlature of 
the State, with profefſed views to defeat the title de- 
rived under the original grant. 

As the Society have adopted no meaſures, during 
the long time which has elapſed, to occupy and im- 
prove the lands, the Epiſcopalian Convention, and 
indeed all friends to the Church of England in that 
country, are under ſtrong apprehenſions that the 
profits of theſe lands will be loſt to the Society, and 
diverted to other purpoſes, unleſs immediate meaſ- | 
ures are taken to prevent it. 

The underſigned Agent will take the liberty of 
ſtating, for the conſideration of the Society, the 
mode of procedure, which the Convention, for whom 
he has the honour to act, conceived would be moſt 
conducive to the intereſts of the Church of England 
in the State of Tt, under the exiſting circum- 
ſtances. 

Fir/?—The Society to releaſe and quit-claim to the 
underſigned Agent, Dr. Peters, the Biſhop ele&, and 
William Hull, Eſq. of Newton, in the State of Maſ⸗ 
ſachuſetts, all their right and title to the lands afore- 
ſaid, to the uſe and for the ſupport of the Epiſcopal 
Churches i in the ſaid State of Vermont. 

Secondly—The Society to execute a Power of At- 


torney to the Truſtces aforeſaid, to proſecute and de- 


fend 


— 


fend all ſuits in the name of the Society, which may 


de inſtituted, relative to their lands. The Truſtees 
likewiſe to be authoriſed to make any compromiſe 
with the State of Vermont, or any individuals re- 
ſpecting the ſame. And if any compromiſe ſhould 
be deemed neceffary, and it ſhould be thought requi- 
ſite to relinquiſh any part of the lands to the State, 
or to any individuals who have improved or poſleſſed 
them ; an authority to be given to the Truſtees, to 
releaſe to the State or to individuals all the Society's 
title to ſuch part as ſhall be thus relinquiſhed, for the 
purpoſe of obtaining an indiſputable title to the reſi- 
due. The Truſtees likewiſe to be authoriſed to ſell 
abſolutely ſuch part of the lands as may be neceſſary 
to defray the expenſes of ſuits, &c. unleſs the Society 


ſhould deviſe ſome other mode of defraying the ex- 
penſes. In caſe the former mode ſhould be adopted, 


the Truſtees to indemnify the Society againſt any 
colt, charge or expenſe which may ariſe, either by 
proſecuting or defending ſuits, or by their ſervices 
in the premiſes. 


To Dr. Mok xls, Secretary to the Society fer 
. e the Goſpel i in foreign parts. 


Ne NO IG 


No. 340, , Strand, Feb. 7, 1795s 
May it pleaſe your Excellency, | 


AVING arrived in London as Agent of the 


- Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church in the State of 
Vermont, I am requeſted to wait on the Rev. Dr. 
SAMUEL Pr ER8, Biſhop elect of Vermont, for his 
conſecration by the Archbiſhop of Canterbury and 
other Biſhops in England. I think it to be my in- 
| diſpenſable duty to lay before your Excellency the 
documents 


13 


JOHN A. GRAHAM, Agent. 


ON —ü— 8 —— 194 gt Weg ig 
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v4 | 
documents incloſed and entruſted to me, and to ſo- 


licit your Excellency's letter to the Archbiſhop, re- 


queſting his Grace to afford his favourable attention 
to me and the object of my miſſion as ſoon as con- 


venient. 
I have the honour to be, with every ſentiment of 
reſpe&, your Excellency's moſt obedient and moſt 


humble Servant, | 
JOHN A. GRAHAM. 


His Excellency THOMAS PINCKNEY, Eſq, Plen- 
ipotentiary from the United States of America at 
the Court of London. 


: e- 


By THOMAS PINCKNEY, Miniſter Plenipotentiary 
of the United States of America at the Court of Great 


Britain. 


DO hereby Certify, That Tromas CHITTEN- 

DEN, whoſe ſignature appears to the annexed 
inſtrument of writing, is Governor, Captain Gene- 
ral, and Commander in Chief in and over the State 
of Vermont ; and that due faith and credit ought to 
be given to the Certificates of the ſaid Thomas Chit- 
tenden, as Governor, &c. &c. aforeſaid. 


Given under my hand and Seal, at London, 


this tenth day of February, one thouſand ſev- 
en hundred and ninety-five. — 
| I 


Seal. 
THOMAS PINCKNEY. U: 


3 
1 


= 


—— 


No. 340, Strand, Friday, Feb. 13, 1795. 
SIR, | | 
"NN the 7th inſt. I did myſelf the honour to ad- 
dreſs a letter to your Excellency, in which I 
mentioned my being appointed an Agent from the 
Church in Vermont to this country; and ſoliciting 
a letter to the Archbiſhop, requeſting his favourable 
attention to the buſineſs of my miſſion. By informa- 
tion I have ſince received, it will be neceflary that 
application ſhould be made to Lord GRENILLE on the 
ſubject; and that he ſhould be induced to inform the 
Archbiſhop, that the conſecration of Dr. PETERS 
will not be diſagreeable to his Majeſty's Miniſters. 
If it is warranted by propriety, I ſhould be happy 
if your Excellency would obtain a declaration of this 
kind from his Lordſhip. 5 
I am, & c. JOHN A. GRAHAM, Agent. 


His Excellency THouAs PIN cRKNEx, &c. RY: 
as 


| «4-44-44 por % % % pee per | | 


Great Cumberland Place, Feb. 13, 1795. 
N | | | | 
' HEREWITH return the documents reſpecting 
the buſineſs in which you are Agent for the Prot- 
eſtant Epiſcopal Church of the State of Vermont, 
and as it is poſſible that Governor Chittenden's ſigna- 
ture and the ſeal of the State may not be known 
here, I have added my Certificate thereto, which 
you will make uſe of or not, as you may judge proper. 

I am ſorry it does not appear to me to be conſiſt- 
ent with propriety, that I ſhould officially make ap- 
plication to his Majeſty's Miniſters or the Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury on the ſubje&, as I have received no 
inſtruction relating to matters of this nature, and be- 
cauſe our Government does not, to my knowledge, 
| interfere, 


* 
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interfere, i in any reſpect, in matters concerning the 
regulations of any religious ſect. I find alſo, that 


Governor Chittenden confines his Certificate merely 


to authenticating the ſignatures of the officers of the 
Convention. I am happy to add my Certificate of a 
ſimilar nature, and ſhould receive equal ſatisfaction 
if I could comply with the requeſt contained in your 


favour of this day. 
I remain, with reſpect, Sir, your moſt obedient and | 


moſt humble ſervant, - 
| THOMAS PINCKNEY. 


Col. Joun A. GRAHam, 


ee A „e- 


THOMAS PINCKNEY, Miniſter Plenipotentia- 

ry of the United States of Am: 2rica at the Court 
of Great Britain, hereby certify, That the Govern- 
ment of the United States of America is not inveſted 
by the Conſtitution thereof with ſpiritual juriſdiction 
over any religious ſect or denomination whatever; 
neither does it exerciſe control over, or in any man- 
ner interfere with, the appointment of the Paſtors or 


Teachers to whom any religious ſec think proper to 


confide their ſpiritual concerns. 
Given under my hand and ſeal at London, this 
ſeventeenth day of October, one thouſand 


ſeven hundred and ninety- four. 2 J 
+ | 4 bs 
THOMAS CEN Ev. ( 


, A 
No. 340, Strand, Feb. 14, 1795. 


My LoRp, 


H rod arrived in London as Agent of the 
Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church in the State of 


Vermont, in America, I am requeſted to wait on the 


Li 


Rev. Dr. Samuel 1 Biſhop ele& of Vermont, for 
his conſecration. by the Archbiſhop of Canterbury 
and other Biſhops in England, —] therefore take the 
earlieſt opportunity to acquaint your Grace of my ar- 
rival ; and pray your Grace to appoint a time when 
I ſhall have the honour to lay before your Grace the 
documents and papers to me entruſted for that pur- 
DS. - 

. 1 have the honour to be, with every ſentiment of 
| reſpe&, my Lord, your Grace's moſt obedient and 
moſt humble Servant, 

EE: JOHN A. GRAHAM, Agent: 


His 6 race he, Lord A rehbiſhop of Canterbury. 
| eG. n FRF 


| | Gower Street, 2 No. 53, N 21,1 79 5: 
" 


DID not fail to communicate to the Soclety, at 

their anniverſary yeſterday, the application you 
left with me in writing, for their relinquiſhing all 
their right and title which they may have to certain 
lands in the State of Vermont. But as there was 
much other neceſſary buſineſs, which took up their 
whole time, the diſcuſſion of that buſineſs was poſt- 
poned to their next meeting in March. 


I am Sir, your reſpectful humble Servant,” 
WILLIAM MORICE, Secretary. 


Col. JohN GRAHAM. 


5 


E- 


Wo.. 340, Strand, Feb. 23, 1795. 

WY My Lond, | 1 
1 HAD the honour to write you on the 14th inſt. 
reſpecting ſome part of the buſineſs of my miſſion 


from the Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church, in the _ 
C | 0 


* — = — 
% uw] —ã 2 „4 3 — 1 


18 
of of Vermont, in America, N your Lordſhip to 
appoint a time when I ſhould have the honour to.lay 
5 ore you the documents and papers entruſted to my 
e, for the conſecration of the Rev. Dr. Sauu- 
aj «un Biſhop ele& for that State. 
I humbly implore your Lordſhip's pardon for ad- 
drefling you the ſecond time ſo ſoon on the ſubject. 
As I was requeſted to lay them before your, Grace, 


for the purpoſes aforeſaid, and not having the honour 
to hear from your Grace, conſcience to the truſt in 


me repoſed by the Church bids me ſolicit your Grace 


again in the premiſes. 

The neceſſity of my buſineſs urges me to leave 
London, for America, by the firſt of April. Know- 
ing the honour that will redound to our infant State 


and Church, in having Dr. PETERS conſecrated by 


your Grace and the Lord Biſhops of England, in 
preference to any other part of the world,—the 
Church in the State of Vermont hope and pray that 
your Grace will gratify them in their deſire. And, 


as in duty bound, will ever pray 
JOHN A. GRAHAM, Agent 
His Grace the Lord Archbi N . | 
of Canterbury. 


s - yg * 
ee „ 


Lambeth Palace, Feb. 24, 1795. 
SIR, 


1 HAVE been favoured with your letters of the 


14th and 23d inſt. and am ſorry I have not been 
fooner able to name a time for the interview which 
you do me the honour to deſire. I can now reſerve 


the hour between eleven and twelve on Thurſday 


next for that purpoſe, and ſhall be glad of the 4278 


1 : 19 
ure of ſeeing you any part of it that may beſt fuit 


your convenience. 
I am, Sir, your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


pt os J CANT TUAR. 
Cal. J. GRAHAM. 


„ 


e 26, 1795. 


| 1 aig Agent, according to the ap- 
pointment of his Grace the Lord Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, this day waited upon his Lordſhip at 
Lambeth Palace, on the buſineſs of the conſecration 
of the Rev. Dr. PErzxs, the Biſhop ele& of Ver- 
mont, when the buſineſs was opened. 
is Grace firſt objected, becauſe the Act of Par- 
liament paſſed in January, 1786, was limited to a 
College, that is, three Biſhops for the United States 
of America; and his Grace having already conſecrated 
three Biſhops, one for New York, one for Pennſylva- 
nia, and one for Virginia, the AR had been fulfilled. 
Ihe Agent defired to know by what rule of con- 
ſtruction ſaid Act could be conſidered as a limited 
Act, to numbers or countries? 5 
1 His Grace replied, that he had left the Act thus 
open, left one of the three Biſhops to be conſecrated 
for the States of America ſhould die before they 
could meet to conſecrate a fourth. 
The Agent then wiſhed to know, why words in the 
Act of Parliament ſhould not be confidered as the 
only meaning thereof? 
His Grace replied, that he had himſelf vroueht: 
the Bill into the Houſe of Lords, and had moved to 
have it paſſed into a law ; and the Earl of Effingham 
demanded to be informed of the deſign of the Bill; 
whereupon he (meaning his Grace the Lord Arch- 


biſhop of Canterbury) * it thus: HO 
- ign 


_ 


ſign of the Bill is to enable the Engliſh Biſhops, to 
confecrate a College of Biſhops for the United States 
of America.” The Bill then paſſed into an Act, 


without noticing the explanation of it by his Grace, 
and that his explanation of the Act was the only 
—_— of it; and if he ſhould conſecrate a fourth 


Biſhop for the States of America, he muſt contradict 
his own explanation, and might be called on to con- 
ſecrate a fifth, ſixth, ſeventh, and ſo on, ad infinitum, 
and the Engliſh Biſhops would never be free from 
the trouble of conſecrating Biſhops for the States of 
America, 

The Agent then begged his Lordſhip's indulgence, 
and ſaid, in his opinion, as a Lawyer, the Act was 
indefinite as to numbers and countries; and that 
the explanation of the Bill in the Houſe of Lords 


made no part of the Act. 


His Grace replied, that yo Lawyer could under- 
ſtand the ſpirit and meaning of the Act, and that he 
alone was capable of explaining its real meaning. 

The Agent then ſaid—Your Grace's ſucceſſors in 


office will be bound by the Act itſelf, without any 


reference to your Lordſhip's verbal explanation, un- 
leſs they ſhould have the ſpirit of Daniel to divine 


and develop the ſecret meaning. 


His Grace then aſſigned a ſecond reaſon, to wit : 
A canon made at Philadelphia, by a Convention of 
Epiſcopalians of ſundry States, in words to this ef- 
feat : © Phe Biſhops of this Convention ſhall not 
conſecrate any Biſhop, unleſs the perſon conſecrated 
has reſided and officiated as a Clergyman in one of 
the States three years prior to his being conſecrated.” 
His Grace ſaid he could not conſecrate the Biſhop 
elect of Vermont, who had reſided the laſt twenty 
years in England, without violating ſaid canon. 

The Agent replied—My Lord, your Grace doth 
not belong to that Convention, nor doth the Church 


of Vermont belong to it ; and though Dr. PETERS 
hath ' 
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8 hath reſided the laſt twenty years in England, yet he | 
has reſided and officiated as a Clergyman about four- 


teen. years, in Connecticut; therefore the canon can- 
not militate againſt his being conſecrated, as the 
canon requires only three years reſidence prior to his 


conſecration, and not the three laſt years previous to 


his conſecration. 


His Grace next objected and ſaid, If I ſhould 


conſecrate a fourth Biſhop for the States of America, 
I thould invade the rights and offend the College of 
Biſhops of America.” 

The Agent replied, that the three Biſhops, viz. Dr. 

Provoſt, Dr. White, and Dr. Madiſon, are Biſhops in 
their reſpective dioceſſes, but not Biſhops of Ameri- 
ca, or United States ; nor has there been a Biſhop 
of the United States fince the independence of A- 
merica. The ſaid three Biſhops, in the three States, 
my Lord, are not like an Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
whoſe power pervades all countries in his Majeſty's 
dominions; but the ubiquity of all other Biſhops is 
confined to their reſpective dioceſſes: Therefore, as 
the ſaid three Biſhops in America are located in three 
States, and the fifteen States have no Archbiſhop, 


the Church of Vermont is no more ſubje& to ſaid 


three Biſhops than to the Biihops of England and Ire- 
land: and, in fact, the Church of Vermont have no 
legal claim on the three Biſhops in the three States 


of America, while the — hold a right to the benedic- 


tions of the Engliſh Biſhops, by a gracious Act of 


Parliament, paſſed January, 1786. Theſe things be- 
ing conſidered, my Lord, how is it poſſible for the 
ſaid three American Biſhops to be offended with the 


Engliſh Biſhops for conſecrating a Biſhop for Ver- 
mont; ſince it is true, that the American Biſhops 
have no legal rights in Vermont, therefore their 
rights in or to Vermont cannot be invaded by the 
Engliſh or any other Biſhops. Alſo, my Lord, the 


three American Biſhops, who live very remote from 


each 
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each other and from Vermont, ought to be very 
thankful to the Engliſh Biſhops for conſecrating the 
Biſhop elect of Vermont, as it would prevent them 
the trouble and expenſe of travelling above 1200 miles 

to form a temporary College to conſecrate the Biſnop 
_ elect of Vermont. Furthermore, my Lord, there is 
no exiſting law in the United States of America. ei- 
ther in Church or State, that can oblige the afore- 
ſaid three Biſhops to meet to conſecrate a Biſhop for 
Vermont. 

His Grace replied, that thoſe inconveniences were 
not to be.imputed to him or the Engliſh Biſhops. 

The underſigned Agent ſuſpe&ed his Grace had 
ſome latent reafons which kept him from conſecrat- 
ing the Biſhop elect; he therefore requeſted his 
Grace to inform him, if his Grace had any thing to 
object to the character of Dr. PeTzRs, the Biſhop 
elect of Vermont, that cauſed him to be unwilling t to 
conſecrate him. 

His Grace readily anſwered, No, by no means; 
his character is unexceptionable. 

His Grace then aſked the underſigned Agent, why. 
application was made to him to conſecrate a fourth 
Biſhop for the American States, ſince he (his Grace) 
had committed himſelf in the Houſe of Lords, by an 
explanation of the deſign of the AQ. 

The underſigned Agent anſwered, He made ap- 
plication to his Grace, becauſe his Grace was Me- 
tropolitan of all England, and before this hour he 
never heard of ſaid explanation. 


JOHN A. GRAHAM, Agent for the 
Church of 3 


v 
* 


Weltminfter, 
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Weſtminſter, March 145 1795. 
| Mr LorD, 
F AVING lately arrived in London from Ameri. 
1 ca, as Agent of the Proteſtant Epiſcopal Con- 
vention of the State of Vermont, duly authorifed to 
implore his ſacred Majeſty gracioufly to grant his 
Royal Warrant to enable the Archbiſhop 
bury, or the Archbiſhop of Tork, with other Biſhops, 
to conſecrate the Rev. Dr. SamveL PETERS, of Lon- 
don, to the office of a Biſhop over the Church of 
England in Vermont, according to the words and 
benevolence of an Act of Parliament paſſed in Janu- 
ary, 1786, herewith annexed ; for which purpoſe [ 
have incloſed my Petition to 'his Majeſty, praying 
your Lordſhip's interference where neceſſary, that 
the prayer of the Petition may be granted, for the 
benefit of religion, and unanimity among the Epiſ- 
copalians of Vermont. 
I beg the favour of an early anſwer, and the hon- 
our of an interview. 
T am, with high efteem and reſpect, my Los; your 
Lordfhip' s moſt obedient, and moſt humble Servant, 
JOHN A. GRAHAM, Agent of the Prot- 
eftant Epiſcopal Ch urch 4 in Vermont. 


The Right Hon. Lord GRENVILLE, one 
of bs Majeſty's en Secretaries 
J State, 


To Hit 19 4 excellent 11676 GE ORGE the T, hird, 
King of Great Britain, | Ax and Ireland, c. Oc. 


Defender of the Faith, and Head of the Church of 

England, fc. &c. Sc. 
þ Memorial of JoHN A. 8 Eſquire, 
of Rutland, in the State of Vermont, North 


| America, in behalf of himſelf and the Proteſtant 
Epiſcopal 


of Canter- 
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Epiſcopal Convention of he Church if England i in 8 
ſaid State of Vermont, humbly ſheweth, That the 
ſaid Proteſtant Epiſcopal Convention, at Mancheſter 
in ſaid State of Vermont, according to the Conſtitu- 
tion and Laws of ſaid State, on the 27th day of Feb- 
ruary, 1794, unanimouſly elected the Rev. Dr. Sau- 
UEL PETERS, of London, to the office of a Biſhop 
over the State and: dioceſs of Vermont.— That ſaid 
Convention, to carry into effect their election, con- 
ſtituted and appointed your Memorialiſt their Agent 
to repair to London, to implore your ſacred Majeſty, 
as head of the Church of England whereever plant- 
ed, from Royal goodneſs and benevolence to iſſue 
your Royal Warrant, according to the Act of Parli- 
ament, paſſed by your Majeſty in January, 1786, to 
enable the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, or the Arch- 
biſhop of York, with other Biſhops, to conſecrate 
Biſhops for citizens and ſubjects in countries out of 
your Majeſty's dominions, after obtaining your 
Majeſty's. order under your Royal Signet and Sign 
Manual.—That your Memorialiſt is in London, and, 
to fulfil the truſt repoſed in him by the Convention 
of the Church of England in Vermont, moſt humbly 
implores your Majeſty, from Royal grace, to iſſue 
your Warrant, to enable the Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury, or the Archbiſhop of York, with other Biſhops, 
to conſecrate the Rev. Dr. SAMUEL PETERS Biſhop 
of Vermont, according to the form uſed in the Church 
of England. 

And, as in duty bound, will ever pray 


JOHN ANDREW GRAHAM, Agent of the 
Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church i in Vermont. 


Ne. 340, 8 Strand, March 145 1795. 


Ns. 
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V ./ꝗ .. 340, Strand, March 16, 1795. 
M Lonp, Boy ET ne 
8 1 TAKE the liberty to beg the favour of your ſend- 
J ing by the bearer the papers which 1 left with 
your Lordſhip, reſpecting the buſineſs of the Church 
of Vermont and Dr. PRTERS, as I did not take a 
copy of them. If your Grace wiſhes, I will return 
them in a ſhort time. © © eee 
I am, my Lord, your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 
and moſt humble Servant, . e een e lee 
I JOHN A. GRAHAM, Agent for 
ll the Church of Vermont; 


Huna Grace the Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 


ct ee Don 
chit Lambeth Houſe, March 20, 1795. 
IR, e e eee l 


1 WAS not at home when your Note came, two 
„ days ago, and an extreme preſſure of important 
buſineſs has ſo engaged my mind ever ſince, that I 
forgot it till this morning; for which I beg your 
pardon very fincerely, and that you will do me the 
juſtice not to impute to any want of reſpect your not 
hearing from me ſooner. If your engagements will 
admit of your favouritig me with a call here tomor- 
row, .at half an hour after eleven, I ſhall be glad of 
the pleaſure of ſeeing you, or at eleven on Monday, 
if more convenient to you. In the mean time I ſend 
the papers, as you deſired. a. | 
I am, Sir, your moſt obedient Servant, 

XI 1748 J. CANTU AR. 

Col. J. GRARHAM. 
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Wo. 340, Strand, March 20, 1796. 


Mr Los, 


J THIS moment received your favour of this date, 


with the papers incloſed, for which I am under 
great obligation to your. Lordſhip. I hope to do 
myſelf the honour to call on your Grace, on the 
morrow, at half an hour after eleven, being the time 
mentioned in your Lordſhip's Note. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, your Lord- 

ſhip's moſt obedient and moſt humble Servant, 
JOHN A. GRAHAM, Agent for 

| the Church of Vermont. 


His Grate the Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 


3 


4-4 4·· . 


| No. 340, Strand, March 23, 1795. 
My Loxp, 1 he: 
| IMPLORE your Lordſhip's pardon for troubling 

Jou ſo ſoon again; but as the buſineſs of my- 
miſſion from the State of Vermont admits of no de- 
lay, you will have the goodneſs to excuſe my im- 
portunity, and to give me a direct anſwer from his 
Majeſty, on the ſubject of the Memorial incloſed in 
my letter to your Lordſhip, without which 1 muſt 
not return. _ 1 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, your Lord- 


ſhip's moſt obedient and moſt humble Servant, 


JOHN A. GRAHAM, Agent to the 
| Church of Vermont. 
The Right Hon. Lord GRENVILLE. 


DR. 


Sf. 


— 


* * 


| R. Mogicz's compliments to Col. GRAHAu, 
1 5 and acquaints him that he laid his papers be- 
fore the Society, at their meeting on Friday laſt, and 
that the Reſolution of the Society was, not to com- 
ply with the propoſals reſpecting the Lands in 
Vermont. eee e le Ren 
Gower Street, March 23, 1795. 


D 


R. Buxces. preſents his compliments to Mr. 

GRAHAM, and if he can make it convenient, 

ſhall be very happy to ſee him at the Secretary of 

State's office any time this morning before four 
o' clock. 555 „ 

Downing Street, March 27, 1795. 

[WHEN the above note was ſent, the Agent was 
out of town. Returning three days after, he imme- 
diately repaired to Lord Grenville's office; in compli- 
ment to the above billet, when the Agent was're- 
queſted to apply to his Grace the Duke of Portland, 
Secretary for the Home Department, as the proper 


Board. The Agent conceiying he had made ap 


cation to the proper officer, reſolved to make another 
attack on his Grace of Canterbury.] 2 
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: NV. 340, Strand, April 13, 1795. 

= | RD | 
I HONOURED: myſelf this morning by calling at 
your houſe, and moſt reſpectfully requeſt the fa- 
vour of an interview tomorrow morning, on the bu- 
| 1 ſineſs 
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which I am well informed will not take place here; 
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ſineſs of the conſecration of Dr. rern xs in England, 


without your Excellency's interpoſition in my behalf 
with Lord GRENVILLE, previous to dro ape off 
for Spain. 

I am, with profound: reſpect, your Excellency's | 
moſt obedient and moſt humble Servant, | 


JOHN A. GRAHAM, Agent for the 
' Proteſtant Epi iſcopal Church i in Vermont, 


His Excellency Tous Pincxnev, Eig. c. 
. 


5 Monday, April 27, 1795. 

RESPEC TED Six, , # ownls 

1 HUMBLY implore your Excellency's pardon for 

troubling you again ſo ſoon on my buſineſs re- 

ſpecting the conſecration of Dr. PzTzRs. My deſire 

to return immediately for America will I hope en 
my excuſe. 

I preſume I need not be detained many days in 
England, in caſe your Excellency has had the good- 
neſs to make mention of me to Lord Grenville. 

If, Sir, you will honour me with a line by the pen- 
ny poſt, it will ſoon put à period to the buſineſs of my 
miſſion ; and your friendſhip on this ſubje& ſhall 
never be forgotten by him who has the honour to 
ſubſcribe, with all reſpe& and eſteem, your obliged 
friend, and moſt. deyoted humble Servant, 


JOHN A. GRAHAM, Agent for the 
5 Church of Vermont. 


His Excellency Taom as PINCRNEV, £/q. &c. 


Great 
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Great i Place, April 27, 1795. 

in, 
AVAILED myſelf of an opportunity which of- 
1 fered a few days ago of mentioning to Lord 
Grenville my knowledge of you, and of the authen- 
ticity of your documents, at the ſame time giving 
him to underſtand that the Government of the U- 
nited States did not at all interfere in matters of the 
nature of the buſineſs you have in charge; and al- 
though I did not aſk for his Lordſhip's determination 
concerning it, in his reply he mentioned that you had 
requeſted what he could 'not comply with, as the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury was to be left entirely to 
his own diſcretion upon the ſubje&. | 
I am ſorry, Sir, my ſituation has not permitted 
me to be of utility to you on the occaſion; and 1 
beg you to be aſſured of the reſpect with which 1 
am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 


THOMAS EINCRENE T. 
Col. GRAHam. 


nee | 


No. 3405 Strand, April 28, 1795. 
My Lokpd, 


a ITH a view to promote religion and peace 
| in the Church and State of Vermont, I 


again preſume to trouble your Grace on the ſubject 
of my embaſly to London, viz. the conſecration of 
Dr. PeTERs, the Biſhop elect of the Church of Ver- 
mont, by the Engliſh Biſhops, agreeable to an Act of 
Parliament paſſed in January, 1786, * to enable the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, or the Archbiſhop of 
York, to conſecrate Biſhops for citizens of countries 
out of his Majeſty's dominions,“ but not until one 
or other of the Archbiſhops ſhall have firſt applied 


for 


— 
Ga—_— 


„ 
* 


PR — 
—ͤ—ed 2 — 


—— Y or A 
—_ MOEN 2 
* 
— 2 —— d 


— 


2 x ** . 


e 


8 
Nr 
3 r —— rapes ways + di, 


- 
Pa Aw 4 — 2 : 
2 * . N * 
— 1 TEIN — . 3 
8 OT IR ve” 2 r 8 
— _ 1 
. — d p 2 
* * 9 * 8 | 
4 2 er” - Pas, . 
* — te ED OO —_— N 
[ —- mo 
0 * 
2 „ 
— * 2 
"= 


_ 
— 
rene, 
5 323. 


Nr 
— — a, 
——— * 


30 


the Act limited the number of 


for and obtained his Majeſty's licenſe, by warrant un- 
der his Royal Signet and Sign Manual, &c. &c. &c. 
The Convention of the Church and Government 
of Vermont thought, from the words of the Act, their 
duty was firſt to apply to your Grace to conſecrate 
their Biſhop elect, and ſent me accordingly to En- 
gland; but when I had the honour of an interview, 
your Grace was of a contrary opinion, and deemed, 
iſhops . to three, for 
citizens out of his Majeſty's dominions. In conſe- 


quence thereof, I petitioned his Majeſty, through. 


Lord Grenville. 


Copies of my petition and letter 


are incloſed, and his Lordſhip's anſwer is in the copy 
of Mr. Pinckney's letter to me, which ſhews that 
Lord Grenville cannot with propriety comply with 


to your own diſcretion upon the ſubject.“ 


my requeſt, © as your Grace was to be left entirely 


Every 


difficulty about limitation to the number three being 
now removed, the verbal explanation of the A& in 
the Houſe of Lords only. remains; and the ſubject 
being left entirely to your Grace's diſcretion, I hum- 


bly hope, from your Lordſhip's patronage of religion, 
and of the ſpread of Engliſh Epiſcopacy in America, 
the embarraſlment occaſioned by the verbal explana- 
tion of the A& in the Houſe of Lords may be re- 


to enable him to conſecrate the Bithop 
mont. 


moved by your Lordſhip's permiſſion or non-oppoſi- 
tion to the Archbiſhop of York, ſhould his Grace 
think proper to aſk for the Royal Warrant neceſſary 
elect of Ver- 
Your Grace's anſwer to this humble requeſt 


I ſhall receive with gratitude, and report it to the 
Government and Convention of Vermont, which be- 
ing favourable, will greatly tend to peace and proſ- 

perity, both in and out of ſaid State, as well as to 

the convenience of the Biſhops and Churches in the 

United States of America, too diſtant from Vermont 

and one another to be convened, without great un- 


certainty and expenſe. 


Should your Grace's anſwer 


not 
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not coincide with the wiſhes of the Convention, I 
apprehend Dr. PETERS will incline to ſpend his days 
in Europe, which would produce ſuch diviſions in 
the Church of Vermont, as muſt terminate in the 
overthrow of the Engliſh divine Epiſcopacy now 
reigning in that State, and perhaps eſtabliſſi magiſtra- 
tive Epiſcopacy, like that of Denmark and Sweden. 
To prevent ſuch an evil in the Chriſtian Church, I 
have ſuggeſted what I fear ; and which evil may be 
prevented by your Lordſhip's paternal charity to a 
diſtant people without a Shepherd. 

Permit me, my Lord, to add, that many powerful 
and deiſtical people dwell m Vermont, who cannot 
be oppoſed with ſucceſs by any man in America fo 
well as by the preſent Biſhop ele& of Vermont, whoſe 
character is well known and highly eſteemed there. 

My Lord, as yet I cannot deſpair of ſucceſs in my 
important miſhon, recollecting, as I do, the magnifi- 
cent deeds of charity beſtowed on the. Epiſcopal 
Church in America, by the Biſhops and good people 
of England, for more than one hundred years paſt. 

I am, with ſentiments of reſpect, my Lord, your 
Grace's moſt obedient and moſt humble Servant, 
JOHN A. GRAHAM, Agent for the Prot- 
tant Epiſcopal Church in Vermont, 
in North America. 


His Grace the Lord Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury. 


<<-<-<-<0 e- 


3 | | No. 340, Strand, May 11, 1795. | 

Mr Lox, | BE 
HAD the honour of addrefling your Grace on the 
I. 28th day of April, praying for ſuch an anſwer as 
might juſtify me as Agent before the Convention of 
the 
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the Epiſcopal Church of vermont; and the Gover- 
nor thereof, reſpecting the conſecration of their Bi- 
ſhop elect; a favour ſolicited on the principles of re- 
ligion, order and policy, as it relates to the divine 
right of Epiſcopacy, and the proſperity of the Church 
of England in Vermont,; admiſſible by the Act of Par- 
liament of 1786, and reſting entirely on your Grace's 
diſcretion and benevolence. 

The neceſſities of the Church of Vermont, Fo 

my family concerns, require my ſpeedy return to 
America. I therefore hope your Grace will ſoon 
find leiſure to give me ſuch an anſwer as will natu- 
rally tend to Keep up the preſent harmony of the 
Church in Vermont, and prevent that diſcord inevi- 
table and ruinous to canonical Epiſcopacy i in that 
State, ſhould the Convention be defeated in their 
preſent application to your Grace, and the cauſe 
thereot be made public. 
1 ſee myſelf to be in an unpleaſant es. on my 
return, unleſs I ſhould be able to aſſign ſatisfactory 
reaſons for not ſucceeding in my embaſſy er the 
Convention to your Grace. 

The Convention of Vermont want not to © ** 
that the Engliſh Biſhops are not obliged to conſecrate 
their Biſhop elect, or that the three Biſhops of the 
three States in America may or may not meet to con- 
ſecrate him; it will be ſufficient, as I believe, to con- 
vince the majority of the Convention that the divine 
right of Proteſtant Epiſcopacy is not deemed neceſſa- 
ry in the Church of Vermont, when they ſhall be 
told that the Engliſh Biſhops have refuſed to conſe- 
crate their Biſhop ele& under an Act of Parliament, 
made for that pious and benevolent purpoſe. I au- 
gur the conſequences will be, that the deiſtical and 
philoſophic part of Americans will publiſh compari- 
ſons between the conduct of the Engliſh Biſhops and 
thoſe of the Greek and Latin Churches, as — as 
thoſe of the Cœtus of Holland, the Kirk of Scotland, 

and 
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and the Superintendants of the Lutherans in Germ 
ny, who annually ſend Labourers into the Vineyard 


| - America, to promote what they deem to be the 


lory of the Church of Chriſt. 
My Lord, did I not helieve in the divine right of 


Epiſcopacy, as well as in Chriſtianity, I ſhould-not 


have become an Agent of a very reſpectable Con- 
vention of a reſpectable State, but would have advifed 
the Convention to have elected ſome perſon to be 
their Biſhop, and then to have petitioned their Sove- 
reign Magiſtrate to conſecrate ny as Moles did 
Aaron. 

Should your Grace refinſs to ent the preſent 
Biſhop elect of Vermont, he has reſolved not to go 
out with me. Conſequently on my return. the Con- 
vention moſt likely will ele& another perſon, who 


will be content with a conſecration performed by the 


Governor, and not trouble themſelves with the:three 


Biſhops, widely ſpread in America, or elſewhere; and 
at the ſame time publiſh to the world their reaſons 
for ſo doing. With a view to —_—_— ſchiſm, and 


ſuch evils, I came to England. ar Bug 1 
J have the honour to be, my Lordi your Grace” s 


| moſt obedient arid moſt humble Servant, 


JOHN A. GRAHAM, Agent of the 
Epiſcopal Convention of Fermont. | 


155 Grace the Lord A rehbj iſhop of Canterbury. 2 
* . I ICI 


No. 340, Strand, May 18, 1795. 
Mr Log Dp, 
TT gives me pain when I'think on the trouble I have 
occaſioned to your: Grace, in conſequence of be- 


| — the Agent of the Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church of 


Vermont, to ſolicit the conſecration of their Biſhop 
E elect 3 
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elect; and I would not have ſo often troubled 
your Grace, but to preſerve the unity of the Church 
of Vermont, which is in danger, and will in my opi- 
nion fall into total ruin, ſhould your Grace think 
proper not to comply with the prayer of their peti- 
tion, nor cauſe mine to be preſented to his Majeſty, 
to obtain his Royal Licenſe and Warrant, to enable 
your Grace, or the Archbiſhop of Tort, with other 
Biſhops, to conſecrate Biſhops for citizens and coun- 
tries out of his Majeſty's dominions, according t to the 
Act of Parliament pafled in 1786. 5 
A The ſeaſon is far ſpent: my family concerns, and 
the intereſt of Religion and the Church, urge me to 
return. I therefore, with great deference, hope your 
Grace will pardon my importunities, and beſtow on 
me-ſuch a benign anſwer, as ſhall ever warm my 
heart with zeal and gratitude, and eſtabliſh Religion 
and divine Epiſcopacy in the State of Vermont. 
On the event of my miſſion, which may be looked 
on in the great world as of little conſequence, ' much 
good or harm to religion, order and Poliey , 
in that little and infant State. 
My Lord, I am anxious to know whether I muſt 
return with! or without ſucceſs, and aſſurance of be- 
ing always a Member of the Church of England. 
With every fentiment of reſpect and duty, I am, 
my Lord, your Grace” s moſt obedient and moſt hum 
ble Servant, JOHN A. GRAHAM, Agent for * 
the Church of Vermont. 


His Grace the Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 


; / 
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n , Lambeth Houſe, May: 22, 179 5. 
T HAVE received he favour of your letter of the 
18th inſtant, expreſſing your earneſt wiſhes and 


anxiety: upon the ſubject of the conſecration of Mr. 
. 4 8. PETE RS, 
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S. PETERs, as Bifhop elect of vermont; to which 1 I 
never can accede, for the reaſons which 1 Save you 
in the preſence of that gent lena. 

I have wiſhed to give you a letter more at large on 
the ſubject; but the intolerable preſſure of various 
and very important buſineſs, under which L have la- 
boured for many months paſt, and conſiderably ſuf. 
fered from in my health, has defeated mY: intention 
of writing more fully. 

I am now going into the country for a few days, 
on account of my health, to Clondon, near Guilford. 
If I am informed, by a line there, that you dont leave 
England before the middle of next week, 1 hope I 
may {till be able to write to you more fully. 

I am, Six, your nnen 1 5 80 


| J. CAN 1 UAR. 
Col. J. G 


r „„ 


| Ne. 340, Strand, May 2 3, 179 5. 
Mv Lonp, 


HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your Lord- 

ſhip's anſwer of the 22d inft. to mine of the 18th, 
on the ſubje& of the conſecration of the Rev. Dr. 
SauuzL PETERS, as Biſhop ele& of Vermont; by 
which I am informed, that your Grace can never 
comply with the prayer of the Church of Vermont, 
for the reaſons your Lordſhip gave me verbally, in 
the preſence of Nas gentleman. 

However diſtreſſing your Lordſhip's anſwer is to 
me, and may be to the Epiſcopal Church of Vermont, 
I am in hopes, from your Grace's kind promiſe of writ- 
ing more fully on the ſubject, to give in writing thoſe 
reaſons which were verbally given to me before the Bi- 
ſhop ele& of Vermont, for not acceding to the prayer 


of the Convention of the Church thereof, which may 
\ tend 
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tend to the peace and fatiefaltion of the Convention 
and Church in that State, as well as juſtify me, their 
Agent, on my return. Thoſe reaſons, under your 
Lordſhip's own hand-writing, cannot fail to prove 
my fidelity in the buſineſs I came upon; otherwiſe 
thoſe reaſons cannot be known bur by my ver 
report. 

I cannot ſail from Graveſend till the 10th or nk 
of June, for America; therefore hope your Grace's 
health and leifure will enable you to ſtate in writing 
your Lordſhip's reaſons, before I leave this capital; 
and alſo give orders to the Secretary of the Society 
for the propagation of the Goſpel to write the reaſons. 
which cauſed that Society not to comply with the 
petition reſpecting the Church Lands in Vermont, 
as they did to the Church of New Hampſhire, and 
other States in America. 

Dr. PETERS will remain in England, and wait the 
events likely to take place in the Epiſcopal Church 
of Vermont, after my return. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, your Lord: 
ſhip's moſt obedient and very humble Servant, 

JOHN A. GRAHAM, Agent for the » 
Ws Church of Vermont. 


His Grace the Lord Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury, Clondon , near an | 


| No. 340, Strand, May 255 1795. 
Mv Lokp, 5 


ET on your Lordſhip's beneyolence 
and patronage of religion, I preſume to ſtate a 
cafe already laid before the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
whoſe delicate ſituation has prevented his Grace 


complying with the prayer of the Proteſtant Epiſco- 


pal Church of the 9 and independent State 
of 


37 
of Vermont, which elected the Rev. Dr. Saver 


PETERS, of London, to be their Biſhop, on the 27th 


day of February, 1794, and appointed me their Agent 
to deliver their petition to the Archbiſhop of Canter- 


bury, praying his Grace to conſecrate their Biſhop 


- elect, conformably to an Act of Parliament, paſted in 


January, 1786, to enable the Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury, or the Archbiſhop of York, to conſecrate Biſhops 
for citizens and countries out of his Majeſty' s do- 
minions. EE £1 
| 3 to the truſt repoſed i in me, I laid the 
Petition, with proper vouchers, before his Grace of 
Canterbury, and his Grace has declined compliance 
with the Petition, for the following reaſons, viz.— 
His Lordſhip having brought the Bill into the Houſe 
of Lords, which paſſed into a Law in January, 1786, 
to enable the Engliſh Biſhops to confecrate Biſhops 
for countries out of his Majeſty's dominions, and be- 
ing called on by the Earl of Effingham to explain the 
deſign of ſaid Bill, his Grace explained, © that the 
— of the Bill was to enable the Engliſh Biſhops 
to conſecrate a College of Biſhops — the United 
States of America.” The Bill then was paſſed into 
a Law, and afterwards his Grace of Canterbury con- 
ſecrated three Biſhops for three of the States in A- 
merica, who, have the ſame authority in the other 
States as the Engliſh and Iriſh Biſhops have, and 


therefore are under no more obligation to meet and 


conſecrate Biſhops for other States than the Engliſh 
Biſhops are. 

The three Biſhops in the three States of America 
reſide very remote from each other, but have agreed 
to meet once every third year, and Vermont is very 
remote from the three Biſhops. 

His Grace of Canterbury” conceives the three” Bi. 


ſhops already conſecrated for three States in Ameri- 


ca, conſtitute a College of Biſhops, and thereby his 


Grace's explanation of the * of the Bill has 
| been 


8 


deen eee with, ildiougtt the words of the Ac 
ſhew nothing of any limitation to the number of Bi- 
ſhops to be conſecrated 3 the Engliſh Biſhops for 
countries out of his Majeſty's dominions. On this 
ground, his Grace of Canterbury has not complied ' 
with the Petition of the Convention of Vermont, ap- 
prehending that ſome people might ſay his Lordſhip. 
had departed from his own explanation, ſhould he 
comply with ſaid Petition of the Convention of Ver- 
mont, by conſecrating a fourth Biſhop for any part 
of the United States of America. ] 

With a view to promote the intereſt of the Epiſ⸗ 
copal Church of Vermont, and not to wound the 
delicate ſituation his Grace of Canterbury conceives 
himſelf to be in, by his verbal explanation of his 
Bill, which explanation appears not in the printed 
Act, —I, with all ſentiments of reſpect, entreat your 
Grace to conſecrate the Rev. Dr. Samvuer PETERS 
ä the Biſhop elect of Vermont, according to the words 
N and meaning of ſaid Act; and permit me the honour 
a | of an interview, to lay before your Grace the Petition 
wh and documents which have been laid before his Grace 

| of Canterbury, and admitted to be ſatisfactory. 

Your Lordſhip's pleaſure and determination on 
this important concern to the Church of Vermont, 
will be received with gratitude, by, my Lord, your 
Grace's moſt obedient and moſt humble Servant, br 

JOHN A. GRAHAM, Agent for the 
Cboareb Ld Vermont. 


His Grace the Lord Archbi iſhop of Tork. 
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Mr Lozd, W. 340, Strand, Sine 3s 1795. 


HAD the honour to addreſs a letter to your 
Grace on the 25th of May laſt, ſtating the buſi- 
neſs of my miſſion from the Church of Vermont in 
America, 


39 
America, reſpecting the conſecration of Dr. PeTzRs, 
their Biſhop ele&. And the reaſon why his Grate 
the Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury declined conſe- 
crating their Biſhop, was his own verbal explanation 
of the Act of Parliament. I ſolicited your Grace to 
apply for his Majeſty's Licenſe, under his Royal Sig- 
net and Sign Manual, to conſecrate the Rev. Dr. 
PETERS Biſhop of Vermont; and to permit me the 
honour of an interview, to lay before your Grace 
the Petition and documents which I have laid before 
his Grace of Canterbury, which were admitted to be 
ſatisfactory, to which letter I have not been honour- 
ed with an anſwer. | 
I implore your Grace's yoo for troubling you 
again ſo ſoon on the ſubject, as I expect the ſhip will 
Tail for America by the gth or roth inſtant. 1 moſt 
humbly beg your Grace to have the goodneſs to 
honour me with ſuch an anſwer as will enable me 
to return immediately, and make a favourable re- 
port to that reſpectable people whom I have the 
honour to advocattee et #6 bok 

Iam, my Lord, with profound reſpect, your Grace's 
molt obedient and moſt humble Servant, | 
JOHN A. GRAHAM, Apent for 
the Church of Vermont. 


His Grace the Lord Archbiſhop ef Forks: _ 


DDD 


No. 340, Strand, June 3, 1795. 
Mx LoR D, 5 fs SEP: 

\ S your Grace had the goodneſs to promiſe, in 
A your favour of the 22d of May laſt, to write 
more fully on the ſubje& of my miſſion, I hope your 
Grace's health is ſo far recovered, and the exceeding 
preflure of buſineſs ſo far ceaſed, as to enable your 
Grace to confer your propoſed honour the ' preſent 
5 8 . week, 
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week, which will be duly received and { gratefully ac- 


knowledged, as I with to leave London 1 in a very few 


days, for America. 
Jam, my Lord, your Grace” $ moſt obedient and 


very humble Servant, 1 
JOHN A. GRAHAM, Agent for the 
Church of 1 Vermont 4 


His Grace the Lord A rchþi hep. 
of ez. 


ene . 


1 nber laue. Tune 9, 170 5. 
ITY finqus | a, 4 

'T has not yet been poſſible for me to write the let. 
ter which I promiſed you reſpecting my opinion 

as to the conſecration of the Rev. S. PRęTERSV; but 
I hope you may certainly receive one from me on that 
ſubject on Monday next, by poſt, from Canterbury; 
and as that letter will have ſome reference to the in- 
cloſed Journal, I now tranſmit the Journal; which I 


could not fend free by poſt, * the new & of 


Parliament. 


Jam your untl. Servant, 
J. CANTUAR. | 


Col. J. GRanan. 
. aue 


NW. 340, Strand el June 17 1795: 
My LorD, | 


N my official character, I « once. mag" an 
anſwer to my letters reſpecting the conſecration: 
of the Biſhop elect of Vermont; for, as à private 
gentleman, I ſhould not again trouble him, who, 


1 one of the Heads of the Proteſtant Epiſcopal 
Church, 


= 


Church, is too much engaged to promote its in- 
tereſts. a 1 | 
I expect to fail for America the 25th of the preſ- 
ent month. „ 

I am, my Lord, your Lordſhip's very humble 
Servant, 3 | 


JOHN A. GRAHAM, Agent for 
the Church of Vermont. 


His Grace the Lord Archbiſhop of York. 
. 


Canterbury, June 17, 1795. 
SIR, | | 

" FT AVING frequently ſtated to-you, in the fulleſt 
and moſt explicit manner, and once particu- 
larly in the preſence of the Rev. S. PETERS, the 
grounds and reaſons which induced me to decline 
taking any ſteps to obtain his Majeſty's licenſe for 
the conſecration of a Biſhop for the Proteſtant Epiſ- 
copal Church in Vermont, I hoped there would be 
No call upon me to repeat them, but that your rep- 
reſentation of thoſe ſtatements would be allſufficient 
to exculpate you to the Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church, 
in the State of Vermont, who have elected that gen- 
tleman their Biſhop, and to his Excellency Governor 
CHITTENDEN, who united with their Convention in 

recommending him for conſecration in England. 

I cannot, however refuſe your requeſt to me to 
ſtate in writing the grounds on which my conduct in 
this buſineſs is founded. 

I beg leave to obſerve, then, that the ſtatement 
which I made to you, was founded on a perfect rec- 
ollection, that the ſpirit and intention of the Act of 
Parliament which enabled the Engliſh Archbiſhops 


and Biſhops to conſecrate Biſhops for America, with 
the 


42 
the King's licenſe, extends only to ſuch a number as 
might, on their return to that country, conſecrate a 
ſufficient ſupply to keep up a ſucceſſion in the Prot- 
eſtant Epiſcopal Church there. His Majeſty clearly 
underſtood this to be the ſole object of the Bill pre- 
ſented to Parliament. The Archbiſhops and Biſhops 
underſtood it preciſely in the ſame way ; and that 
ſuch was the intention and purport of it, and no * 
more, I myſelf ſtated in the Houſe of Lords, when I 

was called upon by the Earl of Effingham and others, 
to explain “what occaſion there was for ſuch a Bill, 
and to what number of Biſhops our conſecrations 
were meant to extend.” : 2 

I muſt add further, that on the 4th of July, 1786, 

I wrote-from Canterbury to the Committee of the 
General Convention of . the Proteſtant Epiſcopal 
Church in America, ſending a Copy of the AQ, and 
ſtating that we underſtood it as above explained. 

You will find my letter in the printed Journal 
which I ſent you before I left London, of a Conven- 
tion of the Protiſtant Epiſcopal Church, holden at 
Wilmington, October roth and 11th, 1786. To the 

fame Journal I muſt alſo refer you for another letter, 

1 ſent by me and the Archbiſhop of Vr to the Con- 

vention, ſtating the ſolemn teſtimonies we ſhould re- 
quire reſpecting the literary, moral, and religious 
characters of the perſons ſent to us for conſecration. 
You will allow me to recommend to your particu- 
lar attention the very folemn forms of teſtimonials, 
which accompanied our letter, and which we inſiſted 
upon, as effential to us in point of conſcience, before 
we could proceed to confecrate any perfon ſent to 
us for conſecration from that diſtant country. 
So much for the general queſtion reſpecting the 
number of Biſhops intended by the Act to be conſe- 
crated here for the States of America, on which the 
Archbifhops and Biſhops entirely concur in 1222 — c 
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But were the cafe otherwiſe, were they all of opinion 
that any greater number might be conſecrated: by 
that Act, Mr. PETERS could not receive conſecration - 
from us, ſince we could have no ſuch teſtimony rel- 
ative to him from Vermont (where for the laſt twen- 
ty years he has never reſided) as we always have in- 
ſiſted upon previous to that folemn act on our part. 
Nor could the want of that teſtimony be ſupplied in 
England, where he has lived all that time, without 
the exerciſe of any eccleſiaſtical function within the 
cognizance or juriſdiction of any of our Biſhops. 
J am, Sir, your humble Servant, „„ 

| J. CANTU AR. 
Col. J. GRAHAM. 


<6-0:4-4-<-< EdD >>> > d cd + 


NT, Biſhopthorpe, June 20, 1795. 
SI, 1 85 „ 

| Y Lord Archbiſhop of York has received 
| your letter of the 17th, and directs me to ſay, 
that, as he'did not know who you were at the time 
of receiving your former letter, he did not anſwer 
it; and that your application, on the ſubje& of the 
conſecration of a Biſhop of Vermont, ſhould be made 
to the Archbiſhop of CANTERBURx T. | 

I am, Sir, your moſt obedient humble Servant, 


CALV. CLAPHAM, Sec'ry. 


Col. J. GRanam. 


[As the Agent of the Epiſcopal Convention of 
Vermont was leaving London, he received the above 
letter, acknowledging that the Archbiſhop of Tork 
had received the Agent's letters, aſſigning 200 
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reaſon why his Grace did not anſwer them“ he 
did not know who Eſquire Graham were, &c. &c. 
Read the Agent's letters to the Archbiſhop of Tork, 


(dated May 25, 1795) and judge for yourſelves. ] 


— 
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E ' Pimlico, June 20, 1795. 
DEAR SIR, | 


INCE matters have turned out contrary to all 
8 reaſonable expectation, by the Archbiſhop's 
limited ſenſe of the Act of Parliament, paſſed in 
1786, to enable the Engliſh Biſhops to conſecrate 
Biſhops for citizens in countries out of his Majeſty's 
dominions, and by his conſtructive ſenſe of a Canon 
made by a Convention of Epiſcopalians at Philadel- 
phia, to prohibit Biſhops of that Convention conſe- 
crating any perſon unleſs he had reſided three years 
laſt paſt in one of the States as an officiating Clergy- 
man,—l think it highly improper to go with you at 
preſent. 

I have written to divers gentlemen in America for 
an explanation of ſaid Canon, and if his Grace has 
entertained a wrong idea of it, I ſhall pay due atten- 
tion to the Convention of Vermont, and on their 
recommendation, wait on the Biſhops i in America; 
but if his Grace underſtands the Canon in its right 
ſenſe, I have no idea of ſerving three years more, to 
entitle me to a conſecration in my native country, 
where I officiated above fourteen years. 4 

The words of the Canon are, © three years pri- 
or,“ not three years /a/? paßt prior © to his being 
conſecrated.” 

Pleaſe to accept my gratitude for your polite and 


friendly conduct; and return my ſincere thanks to 


the Convention for the honour they have done me. 
God 


45 
| God have you in his holy keeping, and ſafely re- re- 


turn you to your friends and mine in Vermont. 
5 have, the honour to be, dear Sir, &c. &c. 


8. PETERS. 


Joan A. GRanHan, L.. L. D. 
eee ESE νο =. —— 


No. 340, Strand, 3 23, 179 5. 


N ay it pleaſe your Excellency, 
S Mr. JoHN Moores, the Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury, has at length put a period to my miſ- 
ſion, by a non-compliance with the Petition of the 
Epiſcopal Church and Convention of Vermont ; and 
as the Rev. Dr. PETERS, their Biſhop elect, has re- 
ſolved to remain in London till he ſhall hear further 
from the Convention, —l could not leave England 
without returning your Excellency the thanks of the 
Epiſcopal Convention of Vermont, for your goodneſs _ 
and friendſhip to them, on this and all other occa- 
ſions; and alſo my own, for the diſtinguiſhed marks 
of your politeneſs and attention, ſince my arrival in 
London ; which favours I ſhall always remember 
with gratitude, and with pleaſure report them to the 
Convention and State of Vermont. 
Your abſence from this capital prevents me the 
honour of paying my perſonal reſpects before I leave 
town, which will be in the preſent month, for Ver- 
mont, where I will ever ſeek to merit your future 
friendſhip and protection. 
I have the honour to be, with every ſentiment of 
reſpect and eſteem, your Excellency's moſt obedient 
and moſt humble Servant, 
JOHN A. GRAHAM, Agent for the Epiſco- 
pal Church and Convention of Vermont. 


His Excellency THoMAS PinckxNery, IH. M. 
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Craveſend, Fu 18, 179 5. 

Rev. AND DEAR SIR, 

EING now on board the ip Eliza, bound to 
B Boſton in New-England, I cannot quit this 
pleaſant country, without once more expreſſing my 
grief at parting with you. 

Permit me to return my ſincere thanks for the 
many favours and civilities conferred on me by your 

dneſs ſince my arrival in London, and for your 
attention to the honourable and reverend Convention 
of the Epiſcopal Church of Vermont, which unani- 
mouſly elected you their Biſhop. They and I will 
endeavour to remove thoſe objections which have 
prevented your complying with their fervent wiſhes. 
In proſpect thereof, I hope ſome future year may of- 
fer reaſons ſufficient to lead you back to your nume- 
rous friends and relations in your native eountry, 
where your wiſdom, example and doctrines, will teach 
and guide the Church in the way everlaſting, and 
* preſence will ſatisfy the whole inhabitants of 
ermont. 

I humbly requeſt the intereſt of your prayers for 
me whilſt I am on the ſeas, and whilit I am abſent 
from you; and ſhould we now part to meet no more 
in this changing ſcene — farewell —till we meet in 
the third heavens ! 

I am, with perfect eſteem and venerition; reverend 
and dear Sir, your moſt obedient and moſt humble 
Servant, 


JOHN A. GRAHAM, Agent of the 
Epiſcopal Church of Vermont. 


The Rev. Dr. S. PeTERs, London. 
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Rutland, November 13, 1795. 


To the Preſident and the Honorable and Reverend Con- 
vention of the Epiſcopal Church of Vermont. 


GENTLEMEN, | 5 
AVING had the honour of being your Agent 
to Great Britain, to folicit the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury to conſecrate the Rev. Dr. SAMUEL Pz- 
TERS, of London, your Biſhop elect, and to nego- 
ciate with the venerable Society for propagating 
the Goſpel in foreign parts, relative to the Church 
lands in Vermont, —I now lay before you a detail of 
what has been done in my Agency, and the reſult 

thereof. | 

I ſailed from Boſton the 4th of December, 1794, 
and reached London in January, 1795; and in Feb- 
ruary had an interview with the Archbiſhop of Can- 


terbury, and laid before him your petition and the 


credentials committed to my charge; with which 
his Grace was ſatisfied as to form and authenticity, 
and alſo expreſſed his approbation of the character of 
your Biſhop elect. He then ſignified that his non- 
compliance with your Petition aroſe from a limitation 


in the AQ of Parliament of January, 1786, enabling 


the Engliſh Biſhops to conſecrate a College of Biſhops 


only, for the United States of America; and that 


had been done already, and the Act fulfilled. 
Your Agent, ſeeing no limitation in the printed 


Act of January, 1786, as to countries or numbers of 


Biſhops to be conſecrated by the Engliſh Biſhops, 
brought on ſome converſation and a correſpondence 
which I now have the honour to incloſe, whereby 
you will fee the nature of the objections and anſwers. 
Though my arguments were too feeble to convince 
his Grace that the Act was indefinite, yet, ſhould 

| my 


48 
my conduct in this bufineſs and with the "PPE 
meet your approbation, my defeat will-be tolerable, 
and my reward will be ample, for the dangers and 
; expenſe undergone i in behalf of the Epiſcopal Church 
of Vermont and its Biſhop elect, whole piety, amiable 
manners, and general knowledge of men and things 
will render him always worthy of my eſteem, and 
forever do honour to your Church. 
I have the honour to be, with perfect reſpect, 


gentlemen, your moſt obedient and very humble 


Servant, 
JOHN A. G RAHAM. 


. 
r rater, 
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REMARKS. 
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R E M 1 N 


On the Archbiſhop of CAN TERBURV Letter, dated 
Canterbury, June 17, 1795. 


Firſt mu S to the limitation of the Act of Parlia- 

194. — & ment of 1786, ſee it already replied 

to, in pages 20 and 21. | | 
Second.“ The ſolemn teſtimonies required re- 


ſpecting the literary, moral and religious characters 


of perſons /ent to us for conſecration from that dif. 
tant country.“ REMARK,—His Grace had be- 


fore him, when he wrote the above ſentence, the 


ſolemn teſtimony of the whole Epiſcopal Convention 


of Vermont, expreſſed in theſe words: © Having this 


e day elected the Rev. Samuel Peters, L. L. D. of 
« London, to the office of Biſhop over them, do here- 
<« by requeſt that he may be duly conſecrated to that 
<« facred office. In this election, we have ſought a 
c Gentleman of whom we have a high eſteem, and 
ec yeneration for his learning, piety and abilities; 
& and have endeavoured to conduct his appointment 
« with all prudent deliberation ;** dated Mancheſter, 
in the State of Vermont, February 27, 1794—figned 
by the Preſident, Secretary and Committee of the 
Convention, and certified under the ſeal of the State, 
by the Governor and Secretary. The Convention 


of Vermont was compoſed of the firſt characters in 


the Church and State, who had been acquainted per- 


fonally with Dr. Peters for forty years, and perfecthy 
knew his literary, moral and religious character, on 


which account he was elected their Biſhop ; yet his 


G Grace, 


> * y 
iS T 
8 — n 


20 
* 4 
&/ A 
14 
4 \ g 
1 D 
'2 1 
4 1 
: J PAs 
-# £4 
x a 


4 
1 


7 = "I <a 
* en 


— — 3 * Na . N . 
Sn ee „TT "IK WE nt _ 
ee S — 
— * Ops 
——— 2 = 7 8 
— 1 — — — 


r 


21 * 
t Te ed oat 


8 2 —— — r oy = Prayers. 
1 — * — % " , > <> <w»< 
3 n r a | | 
a 4 1 * l mem 4 * 
e 3 {wag Ia 
: . LS Rr fe pg * 2 hora; 4 


E 


Grace, « jn point of conſcience,” does not chooſe to 
act on ſuch a ſolemn teſtimony from ſuch an auguſt 
and learned body as compoſed the Epiſcopal Con- 
vention of the Church of Vermont. What © thoſe 
ſolemn fornis' of teſtimonials” are, alluded to by his 
Grace of Canterbury, the Convention of Vermont 
remain ignorant ; and too late found out that forms 


were preferred to ſubſtance, at the palace of Lambeth. 


Third. His Grace holds forth, that if the Act had 
not been limited to three Biſhops for America, Mr. 
Peters could not receive conſecration from us, fince 
he could have no ſuch teſtimony relative to him from 
Vermont, where for the laſt twenty years he has 
never reſided, (as we have always inſiſted upon pre- 
vious to that ſolemn act on our part) nor could the 


want of that teſtimony be ſupplied in England, where 


he has lived all that time, without the exerciſe of 
any eccleſiaſtical function, within the cognizance or ju- 
riſdliction of any of our Biſhops.- REM.—“ . 
he could have no ſuch teltimony from Vermont” 

the Engliſh Biſhops require, as to form and 8 | 


apprehend his Grace alludes to the Canon Law, that 


ſets forth, that every perſon applying for Deacons? 
or Prieſts' orders, muſt produce to the Biſhop a teſti- 
monium, ſigned by three Rectors, or Vicars, or li- 
cenſed Curates, that they had known him perſonally 
for the laſt three years, and that his life and conver- 
ſation were regular and pious, &c. &c. By what rule 
the above Canon is applicable to the conſecration of 
a Biſhop, I know not ; but this I know, that the Head 
of the Engliſh Church i is not holden by any civil or 
canon Law to nominate one in' holy orders to a va- 
cant Biſhoprick, as appears in the caſe of Archbiſhop 
Tillotſon, who, in 1691 was not either a Prieſt or 
Deacon in the Church of England, yet was conſecrated 
Arehbiſhop of Canterbury May 31, ee Dr. 
Birch's Life of Tillotſon. 7 


. Admitting 
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Admitting Dr. Peters could not have ſuck teſtimd- 
ny from Vermont, from whom he was not ſent to Lon- 
don, bur found there with a character approved of, 
as appears by the following Certificates, given by his 
Grace of Canterbury and the Lord Biſhop of Lon- 
don, viz.——To WHOM IT MAY CONCERN. 
hereby certify, That the Rev. Samuel Peters, nor 


of York Street, Weſtminſter, and formerly a miſſion- 


ary, in America, from the Society for the propagation 
of the Goſpel in foreign parts, has been known to 
me many years, during which time I have always' 
thought him a peaceable and good ſubject, never” 
hin known him guilty of any thing inconſiſtent 
with that character. 2 e 


Lanbeth Houſe, May 8, 85 17935. wy 


The Certificate of the Lord Biſhop of Honda! is of 
the ſame purport as the ahove Certificate of his pb 
of Canterbury, and is dated May 10, 1795. 

Notwithſtanding the aforeſaid Cirtifiemes;) 1 
many others ready to be given by the Clergy of 
London, Oxford and Cambridge, reſpecting the lite- 
rary, moralland religious character of Dr. Peters, for 
twenty years laſt paſt, they cannot ſupply his Grace 
of Canterbury with ſuch teſtimony as he and the 
Engliſh Biſhops have always inſiſted upon.“ Behold 
the reaſon of this phenomenon, aſſigned by his Grace, 
(Mr. John Moore) viz. Dr. Peters has reſided twen- 
ty years in London, without the exerciſe of any 
<« eccleſiaſtical function within the We or ur: ie 


_ « difim of any of our Biſhops.“ 


That the illiterate Americans may know the force 
of this reaſon, I ftate the facts as ſtated to the Arch- 


biſhop by Dr. Peters himſelf, in my preſence. Dr. 


Peters faid,—< I ſerved the Curacy of Allhallows 
Church two years, under the inſpection of the late 


Archbiſhop, and have ever ſince ſerved different 
Churches 
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Churches i in London and Weſtminſter, 1 
as my health permitted. His Grace aſked Dr. Pe- 
ters, Was you licenſed by any Biſhop, or have 
you been Rector or Vicar in England, legally in- 
ducted? Dr. Peters replied in the negative. His 
Grace ſaid, © Then you have never been under the 
juriſdiction of any of our Biſhops ſince yon left Ameri- 
ca; and therefore you can have no canonical teſti - 
mony in England, ſuch as we always require.“ 

What renders this buſineſs remarkable is, that his 
Grace forgot the invariable rule always attended to 
by the Engliſh Biſhops, when he conſecrated. Dr. 


Inglis Biſhop of N ova-Scotia, who had been in En- 


gland ſeveral years, under the exact ſituation of Dr. 
Peters, and was neither Rector, Vicar or licenſed 
Curate, in England. Dr. Inglis had no teſtimonials 
from New-York within tbe laſt three years prior to 
his conſecration, nor could have any in England. 
Dr. Inglis. therefore was conſecrated: by the preſent: 
Archbiſhop. of Canterbury, without. ſuch teflimonials | 
as the Engliſh Biſhops akvayjis ini upon, at em to 
them in point of conſcience. No cenfure can fall on the 
Archbiſhop and other Biſhops of England; for de- 
parting from a rule eſſential to them in point of con- 
fcience, as that departure was occaſioned by a Royal 
Mandate, and every good Biſhop knows n 5 obe · 
dience is better than ſacrifice.” 

The failure of my miſſion to London was not oc- 
caſioned by any defect in the Act of Parliament, or 
in any of his Majeſty's Miniſters, but by that of the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, * with whom (Lord 
Grenville ſaid) the matter entirely:refted.*”* 

His Grace was afraid of being called on for a fifth 
conſecration, ſhould he give a fourth to America; 
and his fears were not ſo well founded as that of the 
boy, who refuſed to ſay A, left he ſhould be compel- 


led to ſay B, C, and D. Upon the whole, it appears 
that 
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that his Grace does not believe Epiſeopacy is eſſen- 
tial, and worthy of being propagated in America; 
or that he is leſs zealous in the cauſe of his Divine 
Maſter than the Pope and Catholic Biſhops are, who. 
think it no trouble, but a duty, to conſecrate Biſhops 
for foreign countries, and even for America. 

It is N 50 in the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 


— | 


that on the 26th of February, 1795, he admitted the 


documents delivered to him by the Agent of the 
Convention to be authentic and ſatis factory, and on 
June 17th, 1795, he found out that thoſe documents 
were not © ſuch teſtimony as he and the Engliſh 
% Biſhops have always inſiſted upon, reſpecting the 
ec characters /ent to them from that diſtant Oy 
His Grace in the ſame paſlage aſſerted that Dr. Pe- 
ters had reſided the laſt twenty years in London, 
and therefore he was not ſent from that diſtant 
country, but found in London, where. his literary, 
moral and religious character is known, eſteemed 
and venerated, as his learning, piety and abilities 
are by the Epiſcopal Convention of Vermont. The. 
Convention of Vermont have not ſeen Dr. Peters 


within the three years laſt paſt, therefore their teſti- 


monials are null and void at Lambeth. The Biſhops. 
and Clergy of England have ſeen and known Dr. 
Peters for twenty years laſt paſt, but their teſtimo- 
mals are null and void at Lambeth, becauſe Dr. Pe- 
ters has not been under the ſuriſdiction of any Biſhop: 


for the three years laſt paſt. Behold the virtue of a 


Licenſe from a Biſhop to a Curate, which coſts. but 
The Archbiſhop muſt either believe the whole 
Convention of Vermont elected a Biſhop of whoſe 
charaQer they were totally ignorant, or that they 
and the Governor of the State were not competent 
vouchers of a character they have well known for 
forty years; otherwiſe his Grace muſt be guilty of 
N chicane, 
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*Sign Manual of the Governor, 


— — —— 


chicane, to avoid the trouble of ſending labourers 
into the vineyard. Common ſenſe forbids even an 
Archbiſhop to believe that a Certificate from the 
Convention of Vermont; of the character and elec- 
tion of their Biſhop, confirmed by. the Signet and 


ould be of leſs 
weight than the ſignature of three licenſed Curates 
in England; yet his Grace had penetration enough 
to convince him that common ſenſe ought not to 
govern in the palace of Lambeth, during the life of 
Mr. Jahn Moore, whoſe fear of trouble with foreign 
churches ſeems to have affected his Nerves, and 
alarmed his conſcience. 0 

Had his Grace recolleed that the Engliſh Bi. 


ſhops, ever fince the Revolution in 1688, have or- 


dained Deacons and Prieſts for the Churck i in 2 ä 


rica, upon Certificates ſigned by three Laymen, f 
ported with a Notary Seal, — his objection againſt a a 
Certificate, ſigned by the Preſident and Committee 
of the Convention of Vermont, and ſupported by 
the Governor's Seal, as an incompetent and unfor- 
mal teſtimony of the character of their Biſhop elect, 
would never have been expoſed to the lighf nor the 
ſincerity or piety of his Grace been called in quel- f 


_ tſon, or contraſted with the Catholic Biſhops, the 


C tus of Holland, and the Kirk of Scotland. 
, Happy for England that the King and Parliament 
have gained juriſdiction over the Lord Biſhops of 


Great Britain, ſince the execution of Archbiſhop 
Ladd! And I hope and truſt, American wiſdom wilt 


always be ſufficient to keep Lord Biſhops. out of the- 

United States, and willingly ſupport ſuch as individ- 
ually prefer attending to the ſpiritual intereſts of its 

citizens, to involving them in political diſſenſions. 


JOHN A. GRAHAM. 
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On Dr. Moxice's Note, dk Gower Street, March 


24% AF 
R. Morice, Secretary of the Society for the 


propagation of the Goſpel in foreign parts, 
having laid the papers of the Convention before the 


Society reſpecting the Lands of the e 
of Vermont, gave this laconic and ſurly anſwer t 


Col. Graham, their Agent: © The Reſolution of 


the Society was, not > comply with the propoſals 


reſpecting the Lands in Vermont.“ 

Col. Graham replied, and deſired the Doctor K 
give him a copy of the Society's reſolution, that H 
might know the reaſons of ſuch a reſolution, and the 


pleaſure of the Society reſpecting thoſe lands. The 
Doctor had not the politeneſs to make any anſwer, 


owing perhaps to his inferior ſtation in that Society, 
and not to that ſuperciliouſneſs too prevalent amon 
the Biſhops and Clergy of South Britain. The ſame 


requeſt was afterwards made to the Archbiſhop of 


Canterbury, the Preſident of ſaid Society; (as the 
reader may ſee in my letter, dated May 23, 1795, to 
his Grace) but his Grace was too highly advanced 
in the Church to give an anſwer. It is expected, 
that the Society, to prove their own conſiſtency, will 
inform the Public, in their next Abſtract, why they 


gave their quit- claim deed to Meſſrs. Jaffrey, Liver- 


more, Alcott, Baſs, Barker, and others, as Truſtees 


of Lands in the State of New-Hampſhire, under the 
ſame grants and circumſtances as thoſe in Vermont; 


and now refuſe to give a quit-claim to the Lands in 


Vermont, for the uſe of the Church in that State ;— 


otherwiſe it may be ſuſpected that Dr. Morice and 
the good Archbiſhop have a deſign to prevent the 
growth of the Epiſcopal Church in Vermont, until it 


becomes ſubject to the hierarchy of Philadelphia. 
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